
The FAA Registry 

37,500 Valid 

Registrations 

to Active 

Aircraft 

12,500 Valid 

Registrations 

to Inactive 

Aircraft 

50,000 No-

Longer-

Existent 

Aircraft 

100,000 

Aircraft on 

FAA 

Registry 

For the purpose of discussion, let’s assume there are 100,000 aircraft 

on the FAA registry, divided as shown in the graphic. 
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Annual FAA General Aviation Activity Survey 
Assume 10,000 surveys, mailed at random to a sample of owners with 

10% Return– except from Non-Existent Aircraft! 

375 to Active 

Aircraft Owners 

125 to Owners of 

Inactive Aircraft  

500 to 

Registered 

Owners of Non-

Existent Aircraft  

“I Fly 100 Hours/Year” * 

“My Plane is Inactive” 

No Response 

FAA Survey Results 

“Out of 500 Responses:” 

375 

375 + 125 
= 0.75 

“75% of 100,000 GA 

aircraft (75,000) are 

active, and they fly 100 

hours/year.  Hence 

750,000 total GA hours.” 

The process can only use 

results from returned 

surveys 

* Single value used for simplicity 
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The Nall Report Uses the Data 
The Nall Analysts use the fleet size/hour estimate of the FAA Annual 

Survey and combines it with the NTSB accident statistics 
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75,000 Active 

Aircraft flying 

100 hours/year 

(FAA Survey 

Result) 

75,000 x 100 = 750,000 total hours flown 

100 Accidents 

750,000 Total Hours 

100 Accidents 

= 1 Accident per 75,000 

Flight Hours 

Again, All Numbers 

are Notional 



The Re-Registration Process Steps In 
Notice mailed to 1/3rd of all registered aircraft owners.  If a response 

not received, the aircraft registration is cancelled! 

Registered Owners 

of Non-Existent 

Aircraft DO NOT 

RESPOND  

Active Owners Respond 

Inactive Owners Respond 
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The Result 

50,000 

Aircraft 
~16, 600 Aircraft 

Removed from 

Registry  
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Same 

as 

Before! 

Same as 

Before! 

Reduced 

by 1/3rd 



The NEXT General Aviation Activity Survey 
Slightly more surveys are now send to valid registrations, but the 

RESULTS don’t change! 

450 to Active 

Aircraft Owners 

150 to Owners of 

Inactive Aircraft  

400 to 

Registered 

Owners of Non-

Existent Aircraft  

“I Fly 100 Hours/Year” * 

“My Plane is Inactive” 

No Response 

FAA Survey Results 

“Out of 500 Responses:” 

450 

450 +150 
= 0.75 

“75% of 83,400 GA 

aircraft (62,500) are 

active, and they fly 100 

hours/year.  Hence 

62,500 total GA hours, a 

16% drop” 

The same number of Active 

Aircraft are still flying, but 

the annual hours estimate 

decreases! 
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The NEXT Nall Report! 
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62,500 Active 

Aircraft flying 

100 hours/year 

(FAA Survey 

Result) 

62,500 x 100 =625,000 total hours flown 

100 Accidents – 

SAME AS 

BEFORE! 

625,000 Total Hours 

100 Accidents 

= 1 Accident per 62,500 

Flight Hours 

The Nall Analysts use the fleet size/hour estimate of the FAA Annual 

Survey and combines it with the NTSB accident statistics 

The Accident Rate gets 

worse…but it’s the 

same number of REAL 

aircraft, and the same 

number of accidents! 
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